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Core ACtion is your guide for planning and taking focused action on amnesty International USa’s human 
rights issues facing the world today in your local community. By organizing to take collective action, our voice 
is stronger and our impact greater. 

In this packet you will find information about some upcoming campaigns and program work to advance 
the amnesty mission of fighting injustice and mobilizing for human rights. You’ll also see a calendar of key 
dates, action alerts and resources available. 

This action guide has been improved with hyperlinks that take you to more information. 

If you have ideas about we can improve this guide, please contact your Field Organizer at  
https://www.amnestyusa.org/contact.

https://www.amnestyusa.org
https://www.amnestyusa.org/contact
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ACtion ALertS

•   ElEctions 2012: Rock YouR Human RigHts activism 
•   Don’t lEt PussY Riot BE silEncED 
•   go Bananas foR a stRong aRms tRaDE tREatY
•   stoP tHE BlooDsHED in sYRia
•   not in tRoY’s namE: EnD tHE DEatH PEnaltY
•   EnD violEncE against WomEn. EvERYWHERE. 
•   closE guantanamo noW!
•   a talE of tWo DREams
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This election season, it’s critical that we keep 
human rights on the map. amnesty International 
USa will be advancing our nonpartisan human 
rights agenda this October, making sure the 
candidates are being asked tough questions 
on where they stand on the issues. Here’s an 
overview of several key human rights issues on 
the agenda, along with suggestions for how you 
can join amnesty this election season to promote 
and protect human rights.

PASSinG An ArMS trADe treAtY
World leaders are the closest they have ever 
been to successfully negotiating the first ever 
treaty to prevent weapons from ending up in 
the hands of tyrants and child soldiers. But in a 
stunning about-face, the United States pulled 
the plug on the talks just as they were on the 
verge of a human rights breakthrough. Tell the US 
government that there is no excuse for scuttling 
progress on a strong arms Trade Treaty here: 
http://www.amnestyusa.org/clickboom

enSUrinG HUMAn riGHtS Are 
reCoGniZeD in GUAntAnAMo & 
CoUnterterroriSM eFFortS
Human rights violations continue at guantanamo, 
including indefinite detention and unfair trials. 
The US government is killing people unlawfully 
with drones, holding people without charge 
at Bagram in afghanistan, and refused to 
ensure accountability for torture, as required by 
international law. meanwhile, debates continue 
about whether the government should use 
waterboarding. it is well past time for the US 
government to reform its counterterrorism 
policies and practices in line with its 
international human rights obligations— 
and ensure security with human rights.  
Read more and take action at  
http://www.amnestyusa.org/security

KeePinG eYeS on SYriA
Pro-reform demonstrations in syria developed into 
mass protests in the spring of 2011 after security 
forces used grossly excessive force against people 
calling for the release of children who had been 
detained. more than 10,000 people reportedly 
died during or in connection with the protests 
and during funerals of demonstrators. amnesty’s 
researchers on the ground and our use of satellite 
imagery of aleppo indicate we are witnessing  
a mass human rights violations against  
residents and non-combatants. as the crisis 
rages on, call on all parties to respect human 
rights. Read more and take action at  
http://www.amnestyusa.org/syria 

ADVAnCinG WoMen’S HUMAn riGHtS: 
VioLenCe AGAinSt WoMen ACt (VAWA)
congress is running out of time to reauthorize the 
violence against Women act (vaWa), legislation 
that combines criminal justice, social services 
and community-based initiatives to prevent and 
respond to domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual violence and stalking. although the Senate 
managed to pass an inclusive bill this past spring 
that included critical new provisions to protect 
and support native american and alaskan native 
women, immigrant women, and lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (lgBt) individuals, 
congress continues to stall on protecting women 
from violence. Read more and take action at 
http://www.amnestyusa.org/women

reForMinG oUr iMMiGrAtion PoLiCieS 
& enSUrinG tHe DiGnitY oF MiGrAntS
Our immigration policies and treatment of 
migrants must ensure that the fundamental 
human rights of all are respected. amnesty 
international is supporting the federal DREam 
act, which would allow approximately 65,000 
undocumented high school graduates per year 
to fully realize their human right to education, to 
family unity, and freedom from discrimination. 
amnesty is also working with partners in maryland 
to pass a statewide version of the DREam act for 
maryland youth. Read more and take action at 
http://amnestyusa.org/immigrantsrights 

DeFenDinG HoUSinG AS A HUMAn riGHt
Housing is a basic human need and a 
fundamental human right. Yet every day in the 
United States, banks are foreclosing on more 
than 10,000 mortgages and ordering evictions of 
families residing in foreclosed homes. The U.S. 
government’s steps to address the foreclosure 
crisis to date have been half-measures at best. 
call on the obama administration and congress 
to urgently step up efforts to address the 
foreclosure crisis. 

eLeCtionS 2012:  
roCK YoUr  
HUMAn riGHtS ACtiViSM 

http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/issues/women-s-rights/violence-against-women/violence-against-women-information
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Don’t Let PUSSY riot 
Be SiLenCeD
nadia tolokonnikova, masha alekhina and katja 
Samutsevich, members of the feminist punk  
band Pussy Riot, have been sentenced to two 
years in a Russian labor camp for their 30-second 
peaceful performance “virgin mary, Redeem us  
of Putin” at christ the savior cathedral in 
moscow. the charges: “hooliganism on grounds  
of religious hatred.” 

Pussy Riot’s performance was part of a broader 
pattern of protests against newly reelected 
President Putin in the name of free speech and 
unfair elections in Russia. from crackdowns to 
ngos to hefty fines for “unsanctioned” protests 
to an increasing number of President Putin’s 
critics being charged with defamation, amnesty 
International is deeply concerned about the 
growing trend of repression and the threat to the 
basic freedoms of every Russian citizen. nadia, 
masha, and katja are prisoners of conscience, 
sentenced solely for the peaceful expression of 
their views.

We will not let nadia, katja, and masha be 
forgotten. as the Russian government insists on 
silence, we must respond with unprecedented 
noise. start your own Pussy Riot today!   

tAKe ACtion
CHeCK oUt AnD SHAre tHe LAteSt ViDeo FroM 
tHe tWo reMAininG PUnK BAnD MeMBerS 
ASKinG YoU to StArt A PUSSY riot. 

teLL tHe rUSSiAn AUtHoritieS to  
reLeASe PUSSY riot toDAY. go to  
http://www.amnestyusa.org/pussyriot. Then tell 
your friends on Facebook and Twitter why they 
should take action to free Pussy Riot.

SPeAK oUt For Free exPreSSion in YoUr 
CoMMUnitY! Pussy Riot’s appeal hearing 
will start on October 1st. Start a Free Pussy 
Riot campaign on your campus and in your 
communities. Host a free Expression teach in 
and read the band’s letters from jail. contact your 
field organizer to get a free Pussy Riot campaign 
kit today. 

Get reADY For tHe GLoBAL riGHtS-A-tHon 
(ForMerLY Write for rights) on  
DeCeMBer 10: Join or organize a Rights-a-thon 
event in your area to keep supporting the 
members of the Pussy Riot! Each year on Human 
Rights Day (Dec. 10), amnesty international 
launches its global campaign to free prisoners 
of conscience, end persecution of human rights 
defenders and defend communities threatened 
by power. Pussy Riot will be one of the featured 
actions this year. Sign up today:  
http://www.amnestyusa.org/writeathon

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZKaBh9pX64&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZKaBh9pX64&feature=player_embedded
http://takeaction.amnestyusa.org/c.6oJCLQPAJiJUG/b.8302257/k.9A29/Free_Pussy_Riot/siteapps/advocacy/ActionItem.aspx
http://takeaction.amnestyusa.org/c.6oJCLQPAJiJUG/b.8302257/k.9A29/Free_Pussy_Riot/siteapps/advocacy/ActionItem.aspx
http://takeaction.amnestyusa.org/c.6oJCLQPAJiJUG/b.8302257/k.9A29/Free_Pussy_Riot/siteapps/advocacy/ActionItem.aspx
http://takeaction.amnestyusa.org/c.6oJCLQPAJiJUG/b.8302257/k.9A29/Free_Pussy_Riot/siteapps/advocacy/ActionItem.aspx
http://youtu.be/hDgTRiNOJUM
http://youtu.be/hDgTRiNOJUM
http://youtu.be/hDgTRiNOJUM
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Go BAnAnAS For A  
StronG ArMS trADe treAtY
Today there are stronger global trade regulations 
for bananas than there are for weapons that kill 
thousands of innocent people globally. 

This July, world leaders came together for a 
historic united nations conference to negotiate 
an arms Trade Treaty that would establish 
stronger global trade regulations on weapons and 
ammunition. 

after years of campaigning and weeks of intense 
negotiations by the human rights community, 
the Obama administration ultimately scuttled 
negotiations and buckled to Russia and china’s 
unwillingness to come to the negotiations table 
on critical sections on human rights. the national 
Rifle association actively lobbied the obama 
administration and members of congress, 
proclaiming that the arms trade treaty would 
undermine american’s second amendment rights. 
not true!

In fact, the Arms trade treaty has nothing to do 
with your second amendment rights. as a result 
of armed conflict, thousands of people are killed, 
raped, injured and forced to flee their homes. the 
poorly regulated global trade of weapons has an 
enormous human cost. 

tAKe ACtion
ContACt YoUr SenAtor: This fall, you can find 
your senator in their district office. contact your ai 
legislative coordinator at grassroots@aiusa.org 
and find out if your Senator has taken a position 
on the arms trade treaty. Educate them about the 
issue and apply grassroots pressure to ensure 
that they support the united states government 
in advocating for a global arms treaty that helps 
prevent wide spread killings, rape and human 
suffering caused by the poorly regulated flow of 
arms around the world. 

Go BAnAnAS WitH rUSSeLL BrAnD AnD Ai: last 
July, inspired by Russell Brand, amnesty youth 
activists went bananas over the arms trade treaty 
in new York city’s times square. You can organize 
your own Banana action on campus and gather 
signatures to tell President obama to support a 
strong arms trade treaty. Download the toolkit 
today.

tWeet CAnDY DAY: oCtoBer 11: President 
Barack obama and candidate mitt Romney will 
participate in a foreign policy debate hosted by 
cnn Political correspondent candy crowley on 
october 16. We’re declaring october 11th tweet 
candy Day—send tweets to @crowleycnn to  
ask a question on the arms trade and human 
rights. Download the Bananafesto to educate  
your friends about the treaty and get ready to 
tweet. You can find everything you need at  
http://www.amnestyusa.org/arms to participate. 

MAKe SoMe noiSe: get creative and organize a 
panel discussion, teach-in, rally, demonstration, 
film screening and discussion, write letters to 
President obama, gather petition signatures 
and get creative! to get recommendations on a 
speaker, film or a public action contact your Field 
Organizer today. 

http://www.amnestyusa.org/pdfs/Bananafesto.pdf
http://www.amnestyusa.org/pdfs/Bananafesto.pdf
http://www.amnestyusa.org/pdfs/Bananafesto.pdf
http://www.amnestyusa.org/news/news-item/amnesty-international-usa-rejects-national-rifle-association-distortions-about-arms-trade-treaty
http://www.amnestyusa.org/news/news-item/amnesty-international-usa-rejects-national-rifle-association-distortions-about-arms-trade-treaty
http://www.amnestyusa.org/news/news-item/amnesty-international-usa-rejects-national-rifle-association-distortions-about-arms-trade-treaty
http://www.amnestyusa.org/news/news-item/amnesty-international-usa-rejects-national-rifle-association-distortions-about-arms-trade-treaty
http://www.amnestyusa.org/news/news-item/amnesty-international-usa-rejects-national-rifle-association-distortions-about-arms-trade-treaty
http://www.amnestyusa.org/news/news-item/amnesty-international-usa-rejects-national-rifle-association-distortions-about-arms-trade-treaty
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
http://youtu.be/gi1y2B8BbK0
http://youtu.be/gi1y2B8BbK0
http://youtu.be/gi1y2B8BbK0
http://www.amnestyusa.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/ATTAction%20Guide_6.15.2012.pdf
http://www.twitter.com/crowleyCNN
http://www.amnestyusa.org/pdfs/Bananafesto.pdf
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KeeP eYeS on SYriA
“When I went to work, I never thought that it was 
the last time I would see my family. I lost all that 
was dearest to me, my children, my wife, my 
brother, my cousins, everybody.”

the husband of asma kayali, 25, poignantly 
sums up the situation of civilians in aleppo in the 
summer of 2012. asma was killed with her three 
children – her daughters kawthar and fatima, 
age nine and seven, and her four-year-old son 
ahmad – when her home was bombed to dust by 
an air strike on august 6. In total, ten members of 
the kayali family – seven of them children – were 
killed in that attack, which is emblematic of 
Syria’s spiraling human rights crisis.

amnesty international’s crisis Researcher, 
Donatella Rovera recently returned from aleppo, 
and her horrific account shocks the conscience. 
Scores of civilians, many of them children, have 
been killed and many more injured, as a result of 
government sanctioned air strikes and artillery 
and mortar attacks on residential neighborhoods. 
Rovera investigated some 30 attacks in which 
more than 80 civilians who were not directly 
participating in hostilities were killed and many 
more were injured. 

This is just the newest evidence of large scale 
violations of human rights in Syria. amnesty 
international has had researchers like Donatella 
on the ground and we have provided satellite 
imagery and analysis that reveal that the 
conflict has indeed spread to residential areas. 
crimes against humanity have been extensively 
documented over the last 18 months. 

How much more will it take until the un security 
council ends its shameful silence? a referral 
to the international criminal court (icc) by the 
un council could be the beginning of the end 
of the spectacular failure by the international 
community to guarantee the basic human rights 
of Syrians. 

tAKe ACtion
CALL YoUr US rePreSentAtiVe AnD UrGe tHeM 
to SUPPort HUMAn riGHtS ACCoUntABiLitY in 
SYriA BY CoSPonSorinG “H.reS 687” — 
House Resolution 687.  H.Res 687 calls for the 
international criminal court to investigate human 
rights abuses in Syria. It is the first step to 
bringing human rights abusers to justice. H.Res. 
687 signals to human rights abusers in Syria 
that the international community will hold them 
accountable for their actions. It puts the weight of 
the us congress behind the call for international 
justice in syria. H.Res 687 was introduced by  
Rep. steve israel (D-nY) and Rep. tom cole 
(R-ok). 

CALL YoUr US rePreSentAtiVe At (202) 224-3121. 
urge them to cosponsor H.Res 687 and support 
bringing human rights abusers in Syria to justice.

Get tHe LAteSt SYriA UPDAteS on tWitter: 
You can stay on top of amnesty’s actions on the 
crisis in Syria by following emergency responder 
christopf koettl on twitter at @ckoettl.

http://www.amnestyusa.org/research/reports/civilians-bearing-the-brunt-in-the-battle-for-aleppo
http://www.amnestyusa.org/research/reports/civilians-bearing-the-brunt-in-the-battle-for-aleppo
http://www.amnestyusa.org/research/reports/civilians-bearing-the-brunt-in-the-battle-for-aleppo
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/112/hres687/text
http://twitter.com/ckoettl
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last year, troy Davis was executed by the state 
of georgia. in the final hours before execution, 
thousands marched with us in the streets of 
atlanta and many more organized solidarity 
actions around the world. a million signatures 
poured into the powerful Board of Pardons and 
Paroles and troy Davis became the second 
strongest trending topic of 2011 on Twitter. 

We now have an opportunity to call for the end of 
the death penalty again. 

Reggie clemons’ case reads like a checklist 
of the worst events that can happen in the 
death penalty system: an abusive prosecutor, 
allegations of police brutality, an inept defense 
lawyer, a lack of physical evidence, reliance on 
two very questionable witnesses and persistent 
doubts about guilt. Reggie clemons has been on 
missouri’s death row for almost two decades. He 
has an unprecedented hearing by a state judge 
starting on September 17. The outcome will either 
mean life or death. 

like troy Davis, Reggie clemons must become a 
household name to keep the pressure on those 
who have the power over his life to do the right 
thing and to help more americans understand 
why the death penalty must end. 

tAKe ACtion
SePteMBer 17-21 WeeK oF ACtion:  
reMeMBer troY, rALLY For reGGie
Monday, 17th – organize a tabling: Justice for 
reggie! Reggie clemons has a critical hearing 
starting september 17 in st. louis, missouri.  
Help us raise awareness and amass support. 
Please table with fact sheets and petition forms. 
Run our video “Justice Derailed” on a loop  
on a laptop. (these and other resources:  
www.showmejustice.org). Order buttons from  
us (bevans@aiusa.org) and t-shirts  
(www.amnestyusa.org/shop) to wear.

thursday, 20th – organize a teach-in: From 
troy to reggie to Abolition. Resources available: 
teach-in kit, a PowerPoint presentation, Reggie 
videos, troy Davis campaign photographic exhibit 
(all available from DPac – bevans@aiusa.org)

Friday, 21st – Bombard Social Media: i am  
troy Davis. We Will not forget: Help us bombard 
social media with messages and graphics to 
keep Troy’s name alive and energize people to 
take action for Reggie and california. stay tuned 
for graphics and sample tweets you can repost – 
follow @lauramoye and join us on Facebook. 

oCtoBer 10: MArK WorLD DAY AGAinSt tHe 
DeAtH PenALtY. ask your Field Organizer for a 
kit to organize an educational event on World Day 
(bevans@aiusa.org) 

SePteMBer AnD oCtoBer: HeLP ABoLiSH  
tHe DeAtH PenALtY in CALiForniA: SUPPort 
YeS on 34. Proposition 34 on the california 
State Ballot gives us an opportunity to end the 
death penalty in the most populous state in the 
country. Studies show that when voters hear 
our message, they are more likely to vote “yes” 
on proposition 34. to win in california, we need 
maximum visibility and this costs a ton. Help us 
raise funds for the campaign by hosting a house 
party. a toolkit and staff are on hand to help you 
get started. 

FALL PreP For 2013 StAte LeGiSLAtiVe 
SeSSionS. many states have active policy 
campaigns to reform or repeal the death penalty. 
contact your state Death Penalty abolition 
coordinator or DPac to find out how to get 
plugged in (bevans@aiusa.org).

not in troY’S nAMe: 
enD tHe DeAtH PenALtY

http://twitter.com/lauramoye
http://www.facebook.com
http://tinyurl.com/safeca-kit
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enD VioLenCe AGAinSt 
WoMen. eVerYWHere.
One in three women worldwide has been beaten, 
coerced into sex, or otherwise abused in her 
lifetime. living free from violence is a human 
right, yet millions of women and girls suffer 
disproportionately from gender-based violence 
both in peace and in war, at the hands of the 
state and in their homes and communities. 

This summer, the U.S. government released the 
first comprehensive strategy to prevent and 
respond to gender-based violence globally. This 
new strategy, long advocated for by amnesty 
International USa, finally puts the full weight of 
U.S. foreign policy and international assistance 
behind efforts to end this global human rights 
violation. 

tAKe ACtion
ContACt YoUr MeMBerS oF ConGreSS 
AnD ASK tHeM to PASS An inCLUSiVe VAWA. 
congress continues to stall passage of this 
critical piece of legislation. as the end of the year 
and this congressional session approaches, the 
safety of these communities remains in jeopardy 
as reauthorization falls prey to partisan politics. 
Every day that goes by without reauthorization 
of an inclusive vaWa is more one more day that 
women’s safety hangs in the balance. Welcome 
congress back to Dc on september 10th by 
asking them to pass an inclusive vaWa! To learn 
more about vaWa check out our blog. 

ContACt PreSiDent oBAMA AnD ASK HiM  
to CoMMit to An ACtion PLAn For  
AFGHAn WoMen. afghan women’s rights are  
non-negotiable! the united states, afghanistan, 
the afghanistan International Security assistance 
force (isaf), and other participants in the 
reconciliation process must unite behind a  
clear plan to protect women’s human rights  
in the years to come. Write President obama  
and tell him to commit to a firm plan of action  
for afghan women. Take action online here:  
http://amnestyusa.org/afghanwomen or print  
out our petition and gather signatures.

16 DAYS oF ACtiViSM AGAinSt GenDer 
VioLenCe. the 16 Days campaign is an 
opportunity to show international solidarity in the 
fight to end violence against women. This year’s 
theme – From Peace in the Home to Peace in the 
World – highlights the link between militarism 
and gender violence, as well as the role of women 
as peacemakers in their own homes and nations. 
amnesty International joins with the 16 Days 
campaign and with organizations and people all 
over the world to promote women’s rights to peace 
and freedom from violence. Join with us these 16 
days to stand against gender violence and help 
us end violence against women.

WAtCH tHe xx FACtor WoMen’S HUMAn riGHtS 
ForUM on LiVeStreAM amnesty International 
USa’s signature women’s human rights event 
takes place on october 4th in Washington, D.c. 
view it on livestream as keynote speaker Eve 
Ensler and women’s human rights defenders from 
afghanistan, Zimbabwe and the United States 
discuss the future of women’s human rights.

AttenD A GinettA SAGAn WoMen’S HUMAn 
riGHtS DeFenDer SPeAKer toUr eVent in 
YoUr CitY. the ginetta sagan award recognizes 
and assists women who are working to protect the 
liberty and lives of women and children in areas 
where human rights violations are widespread. 
the ginetta sagan speakers tour is a four-city, 
national event illuminating the work of four past 
recipients of the ginetta sagan award: Jenni 
Williams, lydia cacho, Beatrice mukansinga and 
mangala sharma. traveling to san francisco, 
Washington D.c., new York city, and chicago, 
these incredible women will share their powerful 
experiences of working with women and girls in 
areas of crisis.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/08/10/executive-order-preventing-and-responding-violence-against-women-and-gir
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/08/10/executive-order-preventing-and-responding-violence-against-women-and-gir
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/08/10/executive-order-preventing-and-responding-violence-against-women-and-gir
http://blog.amnestyusa.org/us/3-reasons-its-critical-to-reauthorize-vawa-now/
http://blog.amnestyusa.org/us/3-reasons-its-critical-to-reauthorize-vawa-now/
http://bit.ly/OERsc8
http://bit.ly/OERsc8
http://takeaction.amnestyusa.org/siteapps/advocacy/ActionItem.aspx?c=6oJCLQPAJiJUG&b=6645049&aid=517271
http://takeaction.amnestyusa.org/siteapps/advocacy/ActionItem.aspx?c=6oJCLQPAJiJUG&b=6645049&aid=517271
http://takeaction.amnestyusa.org/siteapps/advocacy/ActionItem.aspx?c=6oJCLQPAJiJUG&b=6645049&aid=517271
http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu/
http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu/
http://www.amnestyusa.org/events/the-xx-factor-town-hall-forum-on-women-s-rights
http://www.amnestyusa.org/events/the-xx-factor-town-hall-forum-on-women-s-rights
http://www.amnestyusa.org/about-us/grants-and-awards/ginetta-sagan-fund/the-ginetta-sagan-speakers-tour
http://www.amnestyusa.org/about-us/grants-and-awards/ginetta-sagan-fund/the-ginetta-sagan-speakers-tour
http://www.amnestyusa.org/about-us/grants-and-awards/ginetta-sagan-fund/the-ginetta-sagan-speakers-tour
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CLoSe GUAntAnAMo noW!
CLoSinG GUAntAnAMo &  
enSUrinG HUMAn riGHtS in 
CoUnterterroriSM eFFortS
Human rights violations continue at guantanamo, 
including indefinite detention and unfair trials. 
The US government is killing people unlawfully 
with drones, holding people without charge at 
Bagram in afghanistan, and refusing to ensure 
accountability. 

It seemed clear to just about everyone back 
in 2008 that the guantanamo disaster had to 
be fixed, in order to get back on track toward 
human rights. In the 2008 election race, both 
candidates mccain and obama supported closure 
of guantanamo, and once he took office, President 
Obama ordered it closed within one year. So why is 
guantanamo still open?

soon after President obama’s order to close the 
prison, some in congress apparently calculated 
that they could gain political points for slamming 
him for it and, in response, the President tacked 
the wrong way. He embraced indefinite detention 
and the unfair military commissions, and at 
one point his plan to close the prison appeared 
merely to amount to changing its zip code – he 
would move indefinite detention and military 
commissions to a new prison in the US mainland. 
congress – Republicans and Democrats – 
blocked even that. now, candidate Romney says 
he would “double gitmo” and President obama 
seems to have gone quiet on the goal of closing 
the detention center. all this just four years after it 
was seen by a wide spectrum of US political and 
popular opinion as an obvious and urgent goal.

Despite promises made, more than 150 people 
remain imprisoned at the us naval station 
guantanamo Bay. all of the detainees at 
guantanamo should have already been charged 
and tried fairly in federal court, without recourse 
to the death penalty, or been released to countries 
that would respect their human rights. 

The U.S. government must also end unlawful 
killing with drones, ensure human rights at 
Bagram prison in afghanistan, stand against 
any return to waterboarding or other interrogation 
techniques that amount to torture or other  
ill-treatment, and ensure accountability for torture 
and other crimes, as required by international 
law – including investigation, prosecutions where 
warranted, and remedy for victims. U.S. human 
rights violations in the name of national security 
must end, now.

tAKe ACtion
CHArGe or reLeASe SHAKer AAMer: call on 
President obama to charge or release shaker 
aamer and others held without charge at 
guantanamo.

tWeet tHe PreSiDentiAL CAnDiDAteS WHere 
YoU StAnD on GUAntAnAMo AnD tortUre. 
Send tweets to the candidates--  
@BarackObama and @mittRomney and tell 
them you support closing guantanamo; oppose 
indefinite detention and oppose torture. Follow 
@ZekeJohnsonai to get started!

tAKe ACtion DUrinG tHe PreSiDentiAL 
DeBAteS in oCtoBer. Use email, twitter and 
public actions to urge the debate moderators, 
media and candidates to address amnesty 
international’s call to close guantanamo and 
oppose torture. contact your field organizer  
for ideas.

eLeCtion ACtion: tweet cBs’ Bob schiffer 
(https://twitter.com/bobschieffer), moderator of 
the foreign policy debate on October 22nd:

•   Please @Bobschieffer ask the candidates: 
Will you end human rights violations at 
#guantanamo? #Debate2012

•   Please @Bobschieffer ask the candidates: 
is #waterboarding #torture? Would you ever 
authorize it? #Debate2012

•   Please @Bobschieffer ask the candidates: 
Will you hold those responsible for us #torture 
accountable? #Debate2012

•   Please @Bobschieffer ask the candidates: Will 
you end unlawful #drone killings? #Debate2012

You can also email your comments via the  
cBs news online form. select face the nation 
from the menu.

http://blog.amnestyusa.org/americas/guantanamo-still-open-still-violating-human-rights
http://blog.amnestyusa.org/americas/guantanamo-still-open-still-violating-human-rights
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/remarks-president-national-security-5-21-09
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/remarks-president-national-security-5-21-09
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/142591/double-gitmo/kathryn-jean-lopez
http://www.amnestyusa.org/aamer
www.twitter.com/barackobama
www.twitter.com/mittromney
www.twitter.com/ZekeJohnsonAi
http://debates.org
http://www.cbsnews.com/htdocs/feedback/fb_news_form.shtml?tag=ftr
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A tALe oF tWo DreAMS
this november, the Maryland Dream Act will  
be challenged by a ballot measure that would 
repeal the Dream act from the state’s legislation. 
the maryland Dream act advances the 
international right to education for maryland’s 
undocumented youth.

in 2011, the state of maryland took the initiative 
and enacted the maryland Dream act. the 
maryland Dream act allows undocumented 
maryland students to qualify for in-state tuition 
provided they meet certain requirements. 
Opponents of the act are trying to overturn it 
through a ballot initiative on november 6th, 
Election Day. amnesty international supports the 
effort to defend and retain the maryland Dream 
act. You can help us by taking action – find out 
more, contact Jiva manske, the mD field organizer 
at jmanske@aiusa.org. 

Amnesty continues to advocate for the Federal 
Dream Act that failed to pass the Senate 
Floor in 2010. on June 15, 2012, President 
obama announced that the u.s. Department of 
Homeland security will grant deferred action from 
deportation proceedings for those who would 
be eligible under the DREam act legislation if 
passed. While this action should be applauded,  
it provides temporary relief rather than a 
permanent solution. We must keep fighting to 
pass the DREam act! ask your congressperson 
to support the 2011 (federal) DREam act and 
support the roughly 2.1 million undocumented 
minors who immigrated to the United States  
with their parents. 

tAKe ACtion 
reGiSter noW For oUr ACtion WeeKS, 
SePteMBer 23 – oCtoBer 13, AnD DoWnLoAD 
oUr tooLKitS AnD inFoGrAPHiCS to HeLP YoU 
CAMPAiGn! amnesty members across the country 
will be holding immigrants’ Rights events. Email 
immigrantsRights@aiusa.org today to register. 
Pick up a federal DREam act toolkit from your 
Field Organizer during the weeks of action. 

LoBBY YoUr ConGreSSPerSon FroM 
SePteMBer 24-28 — the House of 
Representatives “constituent work week.” Your 
Representative will be at home – a great time 
to visit them in-person! if you’ve never lobbied 
before, there are great tips in the toolkit.  
Email grassroots@aiusa.org to connect with 
an ai legislative coordinator before setting up 
in-person meetings.

tWitter DreAM! convince your congressional 
representative to co-sponsor the DREam act with 
a #twitterbomb on Friday, September 28. Find out 
more about the immigrants’ Rights #twitterbomb/
Facebook event and invite your friends. 

orGAniZe A BArrier CroSSinG: Simulate a 
barrier to education and placing the average 
student in the situation of a DREamer, whose 
right to education is obstructed simply because 
she lacks a passport. ask entrants at frequently 
used space (library etc.) to show their papers (‘a 
passport to human rights’), before entering. Have 
someone passing out amnesty passports with 
information on the DREam act. contact your field 
Organizer to get started. 

https://www.facebook.com/ImmigrantsRights
https://www.facebook.com/ImmigrantsRights
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AMneStY internAtionAL 
CAMPAiGn CALenDAr

Please visit amnestyusa.org/events to find upcoming events in your region and to submit your own events to the online calendar.

YouR gRouP’s activitiEs

YouR gRouP’s activitiEs

sEPtEmBER 2012

octoBER 2012

  S M T W T F S

       1 

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 30

  S M T W T F S

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

 28 29 30 31

SePteMBer
11  anniversary of 9/11 attacks 
15  international Day of Democracy
17-21  Death Penalty Abolition Action Week begins
      17  organize a tabling: Justice for Reggie
      20   Rights generation: Daw aung san suu kyi 

inspires the next, D.c. 
from troy to Reggie to abolition teach in day; 
national action in Dc

      21  Bombard social media: i am troy Davis
13   immigrants rights are Human rights Weeks of 

Action begin
28    Ginetta Sagan speaker tour kicks off  

at UC Berkeley 
twitter DreAM action

 

oCtoBer
1  Start a Free Pussy riot Action
3  1st us Presidential Debate on Domestic Policy 
4   Ginetta Sagan speakers tour stops  

@ the xx Factor Forum, D.C. 
5   Ginetta Sagan tour Stop in nYC at  

Columbia University, new York 
8  indigenous People’s Day 
8-9   Ginetta Sagan tour stops at DePaul University 

and Little Village High School, Chicago  
10  World Day Against the Death Penalty teach in

11   Go Bananas on the Arms trade:  
tweet “Candy” Day 
vice Presidential candidate Debate on foreign & 
Domestic Policy

16   World food Day  
2nd Presidential Debate on Foreign & Domestic 
Policy 

17  international Day for Eradication of Poverty 
22  Final Presidential Debate on Foreign Policy 
23   Immigrants Rights are Human Rights Weeks of 

Action ends
31   anniversary of unsc Resolution 1325 on Women 

Peace & security 

www.amnestyusa.org/events
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AMneStY internAtionAL 
CAMPAiGn CALenDAr

Please visit amnestyusa.org/events to find upcoming events in your region and to submit your own events to the online calendar.

YouR gRouP’s activitiEs

YouR gRouP’s activitiEs

novEmBER 2012

DEcEmBER 2012

  S M T W T F S

     1 2 3 

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 25 26 27 28 29 30

  S M T W T F S

       1 

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 30 31

noVeMBer
6   U.S. election Day- Get out the Vote  

Californians vote “Yes” on Prop 34 
Maryland Voters Vote “no” on the DreAM 
referendum 

10  Amnesty international USA regional Conferences
19  World toilet Day 
20  universal children’s Day 
25   16 Days of Activism to end Gender-Based 

Violence begins 
international Day for the Elimination of violence 
against Women 

DeCeMBer
1  World aiDs Day
2  international Day for the abolition of slavery 
9    un Declaration on Human Rights Defenders 

anniversary
10   Global rights-A-thon; 16 days to end Gender 

based violence ends
11  transgender Remembrance Day
18  international migrants Day

www.amnestyusa.org/events

